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Annual Presidents Report
officially advised of the painting the day before they 
started.  Unfortunately this building currently has no 
heritage status.

A letter was received from Durri AMC expressing 
gratitude for help with staffing the Gallery in 2018-
2019 and asking us to do so for another year. We 
assisted in Durri AMC’s commemoration of forty years 
of incorporation by providing historical photographs 
and newspaper items.

We were invited to participate in the Peeps Into the Past 
photographic exhibition held by the SWR Arts Council 
on Sunday 11 August at SWR Surf Club.  The day was 
a resounding success so the Arts Council decided to 
donate a share of the door takings to us.

At the exhibition, I had some photographs from the 
Argus on the sinking of the Noongah 50 years ago 
which raised a lot of interest.  A memorial service was 
subsequently arranged thanks to Tiana Adamson and 
Corrine Boon, with support from the Maritime Union 
of Australia. I attended the ceremony on Sunday 25 
August at the Noongah Memorial, Smoky Cape, which 
was very moving as descendants of some of the 21 
seamen lost spoke of their experiences and feelings. The 
Museum had a display of photographs and newspaper 
pages at the reception afterwards, once again at the 
South West Rocks Surf Club.  

We received a Heritage Grant from the Royal Australian 
Historical Society to publish Garry Munday’s Armidale 
Road book.  The grant is enough to print 100 copies 
and the book will be a valuable contribution to our 
local history.

I responded to the Kempsey Museum Economic 
and Tourism Strategy paper and said we would be 

The Australian Geographic article by Peter Meredith 
featuring the Macleay Valley came out in the January-
February issue.  I put a link to the promotional 
video onto our Facebook page which attracted wide 
attention.  It was also shared on Blast from Kempsey 
Past.  Although the team took many photos inside the 
Museum none of these were used.

We accepted an offer from the Macleay Argus to 
publish one historical article every fortnight in the 
Observer and in the Argus when space permits.  Up 
until the end of the year, we have had sixteen articles 
published, many of which had very positive feedback 
from members and the general public. Once they were 
published in print, I shared them on our Facebook page 
where they reached a new audience. 

We congratulate Margaret Jopling for her Order of 
Australia Medal Award awarded 10 June in the Queen’s 
2019 Honours List for service to the community of 
Kempsey, so richly deserved. Margaret’s previous 
awards include Citizen of the Year, Kempsey Shire 
Council 2007 and a 2001 Centenary Medal, also for 
service to the community.  We are privileged to have 
someone with Margaret’s dedication as our Duty Roster 
Secretary.  
  
I drafted a new Strategic management Plan for the next 
three years and this was circulated for comment.  This 
is the blueprint for our way forward for the future and 
is essential for grant applications we will need to make 
on the way.

Council’s decision to change the colour scheme in the 
Visitor Centre during the year was completely out of 
keeping with the heritage colour scheme.  I was only 



2  MRHS Newsletter, May, 2020

interested in running the Visitor Information Centre 
full time. Council have said they will review the VIC 
after June 30 next year and if they hand over to another 
organisation we could lose our income from manning it 
weekends.  I believe we could run it with three or four 
more volunteers one of whom would be a front office 
manager.   

We received a very substantial bequest during the year 
from the estate of a local lady whom we had been 
interviewing.  Some of this has been used to replace our 
photocopier which was out of contract and to upgrade 
our database software
  
We lost several volunteers during the year, however 
we welcomed new volunteers Helen, Annie, Ellen and 
Stephen. We still need more volunteers, I stress this 
at every meeting that we need to try to recruit more 
people.  

We were sorry to lose Dianne MacDonald after 
establishing our Oral History Project with local nursing 
homes, however Geoff Horner has stepped into the 
role and will be continuing this programme.  He has 
been busy transcribing some of the interviews made 
by Dianne whilst doing new interviews.  Ellen Brown 
will be visiting nursing homes with Angus McNeill 
photographs hoping to identify some of these and this 
should fit in well with our Oral History programme.  

We paid off our outstanding debt to Kempsey Shire 
Council during the year.  Contrary to some people’s 
understanding, the debt was not for rent but for 
maintenance for several years.  The Museum debt for 
Stage 1 of the building in 1983 was $40,000 which 
was borrowed from Council under a twenty year loan 
when interest rates were around 15%.  Stage 2 (1988) 
was completely covered by a Bicentennial Grant which 
Council applied for on our behalf. The twenty year 
loan was paid in full in 2003 with the repayments plus 
interest coming to more than $200,000. It was then 
decided that the Museum should pay Council an annual 
fee to cover maintenance of our share of the building, 
which we were in arrears for until last year. 

We have been criticised for not upgrading our computer 
hardware and software regularly. We have just upgraded 
all our PC’s to Windows 10 and our database software 
to Filemaker Pro 18 for a cost of around $10,000, not 
counting the new photocopier. This shows how hard 
it is for an organisation like ours to keep up with 
technology updates, we were only able to do this due 
to the bequest and another generous donation from one 
of our members.  

Phil Lee
15 March 2020

Annual Museum Report

We cutover to NBN on 4th January 2019 which had 
been an unmitigated disaster.  We lost our printers, 
main scanner and email for varying periods of time.  
The email was restored but we now have had to use 
an inferior email application, Thunderbird.  The 
printers were finally restored with service calls from 
Colourworks costing over $400. The scanning facility 
on our Canon MultiFunction Centre stopped working 
and as the warranty on that facility had expired, we had 
to pay $1,400 to have that upgraded. 

During 2019, we secured a placement for volunteer 
Ken Brown at the Australian Museum in line with our 
volunteer development program. This year, we will 
apply for another placement at a different institution if 
there is suitable interest.

The Journal programme for the year included John 
Verge and Mary Alford (new material), the 1919 
Spanish Flu epidemic, the Lane family of Kempsey and 
Matron Lazell and the Macleay District Hospital.

We purchased units of new shelving for the shed during 
the year to accommodate our growing need for storage. 
We are still able to accept most new donations of 
artefacts although larger items will pose a problem. 

As can be seen from our Newsletter we have had quite 
a lot of additions to our Library.  Most of these are 
reference books and as such should only be borrowed 
if it is really necessary.  

CCTV has now been installed with cameras at the front 
and middle of the building. In addition to the security 
fencing previously erected, this makes for a high degree 
of security for our building. We also had smoke alarms 
installed throughout the building, we thank Debra from 
the Visitor Information Centre for facilitating this.   
 
We were unsuccessful in our application for a grant 
to rehouse the Aboriginal collection, however were 
advised to reapply at a future date addressing a couple 
of issues of concern.

We ran two extremely successful children’s days during 
the year as part of our education programme, one with 
a Dinosaur theme whilst the other had a pirate theme.  

We had been struggling to find the story behind the 
folding chair from the mystery ship but the problem is 
now solved.  It was from the Coweambah which sank 
off South West Rocks in June 1945, the wreck was 
hushed up due to the boat being in US Army Service 
and the Commonwealth Government suppressing news 
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Annual Research Report

Altogether we had 117 requests for research during 
the year 2019.  Of these 79 were for families, 21 for 
locations and 17 for topics.  Total revenue for these 
was $2,011 which includes membership, books and 
photograph fees paid at the time of the research enquiry.

During the year we developed a Properties Database 
where we can now look up details of properties 
researched by street and number.  This is in response 
to a growing demand from people wishing to know the 
history of their homes.

We helped Michael during the year who was researching 
his Considine and Looney families, and he sent us 
a copy of his completed article for the Genealogical 
Society of Victoria on the Erin Go Brae (Ireland 
Forever) tapestry brought out from Ireland by his great 
grandmother’s sister.

We also assisted Rod with research for his book on the 
Julian family which has now been published.

A number of volunteers are now working on the Dulcie 
Bowden collection in sorting and preparing articles 
ready for cataloguing.

We welcomed Stephen to the research team, he is 
currently engaged on the 1891 census.  

Dianne Nolan

Annual Photography Report

During the year, we completed the digitisation of 
the Angus McNeill collection of over 30,000 glass 
negatives. This monumental task has taken twenty 
years of dedicated work by Judy and Debbie.  The last 
few hundred of these are still to be catalogued and our 
new volunteer Annie will be working on these and it 
is hoped to soon have these available for viewing in a 
public catalogue.   

We had donated some wonderful photographs of early 
South West Rocks by Isobel Hermann, whose parents 
ran Snow’s General Store from 1929 to 1955. Included 
in the collection were photographs of South West 
Rocks Country Women’s Association in early years and 
Crombie hand-coloured postcards of the 1921 floods in 
Kempsey.  A reminder to our members and friends, that 
we do accept photographs on loan for copying. With 
our Flip-Pal scanner, we are capable of scanning prints 
without removing them from photo albums. 

Phil Lee

Presidents Report

Due to the present coronavirus alert, we closed our 
doors temporarily on 24 March and at the time of 
writing are planning to reopen on 1 June. We have 
been working on fulfilling our member services in the 
meantime, in accepting and processing membership 
renewals and the preparation of our second Journal for 
the year. The May Journal, written by Dianne Nolan, is 
on 1770-2020 - Captain Cook and Smoaky Cape and 
has the honour of being our first journal on this earliest 
part of our Macleay history.

Regrettably, we have lost the services of several of our 
volunteers over the past few months. Debbie Reynolds 
has left having completed scanning the last of the 
Angus McNeil Collection; Ken Brown has embarked 
on a round Australia trip; Dianne MacDonald has left 
due to commitments in looking after her mother in Port 
Macquarie. We wish them well in their new endeavours 
and we now need more than ever to speak to family and 
friends about volunteering here.

We welcomed new volunteers Steve Hulbert (Research, 
Tuesdays) and Annie Reynolds (Photography, Fridays) 
but we do need more.

We have migrated our IBM computer network from 
Windows 7 to Windows 10, this was made possible by 
a generous donation from one of our sponsors, and are 
upgrading our Filemaker Pro database software to the 

of shipwrecks to avoid harming morale.  One crew 
member was drowned.  The item will now be labelled 
correctly.

During the year we made some major changes to our 
reception area, repositioning the front desk to an area 
immediately in front of the entrance. The shelving 
area in the front of the Museum was also rearranged 
to present our Journals in a display and the binders for 
the spare copies have been renewed to tidy up this area. 

The SES arranged a couple of events to commemorate 
the 70th Anniversary of the 1949 Flood, a launch of the 
1949 Flood oral histories (we have contributed some 
still photographs) on 22 August and a memorial service 
for the six Flood victims in the Mall near the Flood 
Marker on 27 August.

During the year I did presentations on the Angus 
McNeill collection and also ran a workshop on Trove 
for the Australian History U3A Group.

Phil Lee
15 March 2020



4    MRHS Newsletter, May, 2020

latest version Filemaker Pro 18. We have also replaced 
our Canon photocopier with the latest model so we are 
now utilising the latest technology available. 

With our new Canon photocopier we have the 
opportunity of offering a document and photograph 
scanning service to the public. With our Scarescan 
application, we can now scan in five file formats – pdf, 
MS Word, MS Excel, jpeg and Tiff and this could be a 
way of recouping some of the cost of the new machine.
  
Phil Lee
25 May 2020

Museum Report

Over the past twelve months I had been communicating 
with Anthony Koch, historian at Mildura 2 OTU 
Heritage regarding an RAAF Curtiss Kittyhawk fighter 
plane which crashed at Collombatti in March 1942 
killing the pilot, Pilot Officer Lloyd Holliday.  Last 
Saturday I represented our Museum at a Memorial 
Service where a plaque was unveiled near the crash 
site in Spooners Avenue.  Several of Lloyd’s relatives 
attended as did the Commanding Officer of 75 RAAF 
Squadron, Wing Commander Peter Robinson who flew 
from Perth for the occasion. Simon Holliday, a nephew 
of Lloyd’s said later that it was a profound time of 
healing for the family. Glen Baker from South West 
Rocks identified the crash site and assisted Anthony 
and Sean from Mildura 2 OUT with the preparations.     

We hope to complete our display of historic artworks 
and photographs in the Angus McNeill area soon.  
Artists include Les Graham, Stephen Franks, Ann 
Dangar and Ruth Rudder.

We had some interesting donations of furniture items 
recently – a 1940’s valve radio cabinet (when the radio 
was a central point of interest in the household, and part 
of the furniture), a red cedar traymobile manufactured 
locally in Kempsey from Kempsey cedar and a bakelite 
radio said to be still in working condition.

I dropped in to Taree recently to see Jonathan, nephew 
and carer for the late Stanley Brabazon Davis. Jonathan 
donated some photographs and also a boomerang 
souvenir of the opening of the Grafton traffic bridge in 
1932. Brab had ridden on horseback from Willawarrin 
to Grafton that day and bought the souvenir for his 
mother with money he had earned from trapping 
possums.  Brab was the son of Dan Davis of Bellbrook 
and a successful jockey in his day.  

Along with other museums and galleries, our Museum 

was forced to close its doors on 24 March 2020 due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. During this time we were 
still able to accept donations and amongst these was the 
digital photographic archives of the Macleay Argus. 
This means that our collection of Argus photographs 
now spans the years 1960 to 2015. 

Phil Lee
25 May 2020

Research Report

From February we received fifteen requests for 
research.

Family history requests included Michael Ryan, 
William Samuel Miles, David Martin, Lilly Anne 
Edwards, Mary Anne Brown, Savage family, Joseph 
Edward Conen and James Thompson. 

Topics included UFO’s over Kempsey, the bell and 
other artefacts of shipwright Alexander Newton, the 
early timber industry, date of Woolworths opening in 
Kempsey, swimming records for Kempsey Catholic 
Schools in the 1960’s and Yulgilbar name origins. 

Locations included Kinchela village history, the historic 
Dew house at Bellbrook and Trial Bay photographs. 

Donald L Cline contacted us from Arizona requesting 
copies of documents relating to UFO’s in Kempsey 
during the 1970’s, some of which were written by 
him.  Donald was formerly based in Sydney and was 
the NSW representative of the Aerial Phenomena 
Research Organisation (APRO) which was then based 
in Arizona. Now part of the Midwest UFO Network, 
APRO was praised at the time as “consisting largely 
of sober, serious minded people capable of valuable 
contributions to the subject”.  Our Society holds files 
with over 100 documents on UFO’s including drawings 
by eyewitnesses.  This request was completed during 
the Covid-19 lock-down period.

We undertook research for Jakeb on Kinchela Village, 
investigating why the village was developed south 
of the original gazetted location. Jakeb represented 
Design 5 Heritage Architects who are developing a 
Conservation Management Plan for the Kinchela Boys 
Home site.

We appreciate the continuing assistance of patron 
Terry Eakin with our Births, Deaths and Marriages 
records over the past few weeks.  Terry called in 
again a few weeks ago and gave us a very interesting 
and illuminating talk on the families on the Belmore 
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Photography Report

River of which his family were early pioneers. Terry 
is a member of the Lane Cove Historical Society and 
caretaker of historic Carisbrook House.  He is also 
researcher with the Society of Australian Genealogists 
and has considerable expertise in this area.

Stephen is working on a research request from Ian of 
the Canary Islands on his ancestor James Thompson. 
James was a carpenter and joiner and built many of 
Kempsey’s earliest buildings in the 1840’s including 
the Belgrave Falls Border Police establishment and the 
Bush Inn at East Kempsey. 

Dianne Nolan
15 May 2020

Annie will soon start cataloguing the Angus McNeill 
photographs recently scanned, it is estimated there are 
around 2,000 to add to the database.

During the Covid-19 lock-down period, we launched 

our Macleay’s Most Wanted photographic identification 
programme. Our Outreach Officer, Ellen Brown 
was not able to approach nursing homes during this 
time however we did receive a good response to our 
advertising and were able to send out many batches of 
photographs to people in their homes which resulted 
in a large number of identifications. For the people 
concerned, it also gave them an activity to break their 
social isolation somewhat. 

A recent addition to our computer equipment is a 
Fujitsu SV600 overhead scanner, paid for with a 
generous donation from the Rotary Club of West 
Kempsey. This will allow scanning of large objects 
such as bound newspaper volumes, large books and 
paintings and photographs. In 2018, the Rotary Club of 
West Kempsey also helped us purchase the Viewscan 
Microfilm Reader which is in constant use and we 
appreciate their support over the years.

Richard Mohr
Photographics Section 
25 May 2020

We were sorry to hear of the passing on 2nd May of 
one of our former volunteers and long-time member, 
Pat Trott. During her time in Kempsey, Pat made 
significant contributions both to the Macleay River 
Historical Society and the Kempsey Singers. We extend 
our deepest sympathies to daughter Louise and family.

Vale  
Mary Patricia “Pat” 

Trott

Pat Trott (rear) and fellow Kempsey Singers thespian Leslie 
Allen after winning the best production of 1989 for their 

one-act play Roses Are Red, My Love at the Coffs Harbour 
Drama Festival. Pat also took out the best actress prize. 

(Photo: Macleay Argus)
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New Additions to our Library

Briar, Tibby (1989) My Story

Coltheart, Lenore (1989) Significant Sites: History 
and public works in New South Wales

Dunne, David (2001) Precious Memories: A 
photographic history of the Nambucca Shire 

Frendo, Catherine (2019) Ballynamadoo Flanagans: 
the life journey of the Flanagan family from 
Ballynamadoo, Cavan, Ireland to Macleay River, 
NSW, Australia

Goodall, Heather (1996) Invasion to Embassy: Land 
in Aboriginal Politics in New South Wales, 1770-1972 

Gresford District Historical Society (2016) Edgar 
Marceau: The man and his photography    

Kass, Terry (2019) Unlocking Land: A Guide to 
Crown Land Records held at State Archives NSW

Kieza, Grantlee (2015) Boxing in Australia

Kirkpatrick, Rod (2000) Country conscience : a 
history of the New South Wales provincial press, 1841-
1995

Mitchell, F K (2017) The Camden Haven River: 200 
Years

Mannix, Ian (2012) Great Australian Bushfire Stories

Mannix, Ian (2012) Great Australian Flood Stories

Simon, Ella (1978) Through my Eyes

St Thomas Anglican Guild (1996) Willawarrin Poetry 
Competition: Three Years of Winners

St Thomas Anglican Guild (1999) Willawarrin Poetry 
Competition: The Next Three Years

Symonds, Ian W (2002) Place Names of the Port 
Macquarie District    

Tatz, Colin and Paul (2000) Black Gold: The 
Aboriginal and Islander Sports Hall of Fame

Upper River Anglican Guild, Willawarrin (2002) 
Willawarrin Poetry Competition: Nine Years Down 
the Track

Vader, John (2002) Red gold : the tree that built a 
nation

Walker, Alice (2006) Bare Feet and Blackboards: 
Small Schools in the Hastings


